MmeSa-aZz

Statement on Proposed Resolution to Extend Implementation Date of Falcon Field
Landing Fees

On the July 27 Council agenda, Mesa City Council will be asked to consider a 90-day
delay in implementing Falcon Field Airport's new landing fees.

Earlier this year Council approved landing fees as part of the City's commitment to
ensure Falcon Field remains financially self-sustaining. Since that approval, the fees
have become the subject of ongoing federal litigation brought by two flight schools and
a review by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). Although the Court recently
denied the flight schools’ request to block implementation of the landing fees, the
litigation is continuing. In addition, the FAA has asked the City to delay implementation
while it completes its review.

To help guide the City through both processes, the City retained Anderson & Kreiger
LLP, a nationally recognized law firm with extensive experience in airport law. The firm
requested additional time to complete its review and provide recommendations to the
City.

The proposed resolution to delay implementation gives the City the opportunity to
carefully evaluate those recommendations before moving forward. Taking this additional
time helps ensure the landing fee program complies with all applicable requirements.

The City's commitment has not changed. The City remains dedicated to implementing a
landing fee program that helps keep Falcon Field financially self-sustaining, that
ensures those who use the airport pay the cost of their use and protects taxpayers from
bearing the cost of those operations.



