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Airport Vehicle & Pedestrian Access Policy (Policy) 

 

Authority for Implementation 
Falcon Field Airport (Airport) is a municipal department of the City of Mesa (City) and is 
responsible for the management of airport operations, facility infrastructure and property. 
Safety is a primary goal at the Airport. This document is designed to promote airfield vehicle 
driver safety and minimize runway and taxiway incursions at the Airport by familiarizing airport 
tenants, users, contractors, City employees, and any other authorized individuals or entities 
with the protocol to follow when walking or operating a motorized or non-motorized vehicle in 
the Air Operations Area (AOA). In addition, this document outlines the conditions and 
procedures for being allowed access to the AOA and Aircraft Movement Area (Movement 
Area).  
   
Applicability  
This Policy applies to all users of and persons on any portion of the property owned by the City 
of Mesa – Falcon Field Airport. Starting in 2025, all people provided a City-owned gate access 
card (Access Card) by the City providing access to the AOA must complete an online training 
course.  

The Policy may be amended, changed, or modified by the City, as necessary, at its sole discretion, 
without consultation or approval from Airport tenants or users.  Any codes, rules, regulations and 
laws of the City, Maricopa County, the State of Arizona, and the United States of America take 
precedence over this Policy. 

Definitions  
Accident–a collision between one aircraft or vehicle and another aircraft, vehicle, person, or 
object that results in property damage, personal injury, or death. 
 
Airside–those areas of the Airport that support aircraft activities. 
 
Air Traffic Control Tower (ATCT)–a service operated by an appropriate authority to 
promote the safe, orderly, and expeditious flow of air traffic in the areas designated as the  
Movement Area including runways, aircraft holding bays, parallel taxiways, and runway 
safety areas.   The ATCT at the Airport is owned and operated by the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA). 
 
Aircraft–a device that is used or intended to be used for flight in the air. 
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Air Operations Area (AOA)- The area of the Airport inside the fence designed to be used 
primarily for the movement of aircraft. It includes aircraft parking ramps and aprons, 
runways, taxiways, and taxi lanes. The AOA is enclosed by the Airport safety perimeter 
fence and is not open to the general public without permission by the Airport Director or 
his/her designated representative. 
  
Airport–Falcon Field Airport, owned and operated by the City of Mesa, whose principal 
address is 4800 East Falcon Drive, Mesa, AZ  85215. 
 
Apron or Ramp–a defined area on an airport intended to accommodate aircraft for the 
purposes of parking, loading, and unloading passengers, flight students, air crew and cargo, 
and for aircraft refueling and maintenance.  
 
Card Holder-the holder of an access card who has a legitimate need to access the AOA 
through the City-owned vehicle or pedestrian access gates.  Legitimate need is determined 
at the sole discretion of the City. 

 
City Owned Facilities- are defined as Open & Covered Aircraft Tie Down Storage, Aircraft 
Hangar Storage and Aeronautical Storage units for lease to the public which are owned and 
operated by the City of Mesa by Falcon Field.   
 
Common Traffic Advisory Frequency (CTAF)–radio frequency designed for the purpose of 
carrying out airport advisory practices while operating to or from an airport without an 
operating ATCT or when the tower is closed. The CTAF is the tower frequency at the Airport, 
which is 124.6. 
 
Commercial Operator- Provides aviation services for payment.  Where it is doubtful that an 
operation is for “compensation or hire”, the test applied is whether the activity is merely 
incidental to the person's other business or is, in itself, a major enterprise for profit. 
 

Flying Club – is a non-profit or not for profit entity organized for the express purpose of 
providing its members with aircraft for their personal use and enjoyment.  Flying clubs are 
prohibited from providing commercial business activities at the Airport, such as flight 
training, unless they hold the certifications required by the Federal Aviation Administration. 
Flying clubs may not hold themselves out to the public as fixed based operators, a 
specialized aviation service operation, maintenance facility or a flight school and are 
prohibited from advertisements as such or be required to comply with the appropriate 
airport minimum standards    
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Gate Access Card (Access Card) – an electronic card that enables access through City-owned 
vehicle or pedestrian access gates. It is issued to people who have a legitimate need to 
access the AOA.  ‘Legitimate need’ is determined at the sole discretion of the City. 

 
Ground Vehicle (Vehicle)–all conveyances, except aircraft, used on the ground to transport 
persons, cargo, fuel, or equipment.  This includes, but is not limited to, motorized vehicles, 
motorcycles, recreational utility vehicles, scooters, golf carts, tugs, and bicycles. 
 
Incursion–any occurrence at an airport involving an aircraft, vehicle, person, or object on 
the ground that creates a collision hazard or results in loss of separation with an aircraft 
taking off, intending to take off, landing, or intending to land. 
 
Jet Blast–jet engine exhaust or propeller wash expelled out of the rear of an aircraft. 

Light Gun–a hand-held, directional light-signaling device that emits a bright narrow beam of 
white, green, or red light, as selected by the ATCT controller. The color and type of light 
transmitted can be used to approve or disapprove anticipated pilot or vehicle actions where 
radio communication is not available. The light gun is used for controlling traffic operating 
in the vicinity of or on the Airport and especially on the Movement Area. 

Movement Area–the runways, taxiways, and other areas of the Airport that aircraft use for 
taxiing, takeoff, and landing, exclusive of loading ramps and parking areas, and that are 
under the positive control of the ATCT.  

Non-Movement Areas–taxiways, taxi lanes, aprons, and other areas not under the control 
of the ATCT or at airports without an operating ATCT. 

Operational Area – the part of the Airport where aircraft are allowed to park, taxi, land, and 
take-off. 

Operator–any person who is in actual physical control of an aircraft or a motor vehicle. 

Owner–a person who holds the legal title of an aircraft or a motor vehicle. 

Policy-the Falcon Field Airport Vehicle & Pedestrian Access Policy. 

Runway–a defined rectangular area on the Airport prepared for the landing and takeoff of 
aircraft along its length. 

Runway in Use or Active Runway–any runway or runways currently being used for takeoff 
and/or landing. When multiple runways are used, they are all considered active runways. 

Runway Safety Area-a defined surface surrounding the runway prepared or suitable for 
reducing the risk of damage to aircraft in the event of an undershoot, overshoot, or 
excursion from the runway. 

Taxiways–those parts of the airside designated for the surface maneuvering of aircraft to 
and from the runways and aircraft parking areas. 
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 Tenant-an individual or legal entity that has signed a written agreement with the City to 

lease or rent City-owned land or facilities.   

Tie Down –an area used for securing aircraft to the ground for storage. 

Uncontrolled Airport–A condition when the ATCT is not operating. 
 
Vehicle Service Road–a designated roadway for vehicles in a Non-Movement area. At 
Falcon Field there are two vehicle service roads. The east vehicle service road and the west 
vehicle service road that connects the northwest portion of the airport to the southeast 
portion of the airport.  
 
Vehicle Operation-any non-aircraft taxiing or anyone towing an aircraft.  Vehicles may 
include, but are not limited to, motorized automobiles, motorcycles, recreational utility 
vehicles, scooters, tugs, golf carts, and bicycles. 
 

Severability  
If any section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Policy or 
any part thereof is for any reason held to be unconstitutional, invalid, or ineffective by any  
court of competent jurisdiction or other competent agency, such decision will not affect the 
validity or effectiveness of the remaining portions of this Policy. 
 

Violation of Rules 
Penalties and Suspension of Driving Privileges  
 
Any person who does not comply with any of the provisions of this Policy, or any lawful order 
issued pursuant thereto, will be subject to penalties for violations in accordance with federal, 
state, and local laws, rules and regulations. Furthermore, access card privileges may be denied, 
suspended, or revoked at the sole discretion of the City. 
 
Card holders found to be in violation shall be solely responsible for any fines, fees, or penalties 
imposed by the City, county, state, or federal government upon him/her, his/her employees, 
guests, contractors, representatives, and/or invitees as a result of their actions while in the 
AOA.  
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Conditions and Procedures for Issuing Vehicle Gate Access Cards  
Access Card Issuance Guidelines by Use Type 

A. Ground Lease Tenants and sub-tenants who are exclusively in the landside environment, 
such as a non-aeronautical business office or bar/restaurant, will not be issued an access 
card.   

B. City-owned Aircraft Hangar Storage and Aeronautical Storage tenants will be issued up 
to two (2) access cards regardless of how many City-owned facilities are rented. 

C. City-owned Open & Covered Aircraft Tie Down Storage tenants will be issued up to two 
(2) access cards regardless of how many City-owned facilities are rented. 

D. Ground lease tenants provided radio-controlled gate openers for Gate 15, granting 
access to the Anzio Ramp, will be issued one (1) access card, regardless of how many 
other City-owned facilities are rented or leased.  These tenants will be expected to use 
Gate 15 for access unless Gate 15 is non-operational.   The maximum number of radio-
controlled Gate 15 openers issued to Anzio Ramp ground lease tenants is six (6) with 
one (1) additional gate access card. 

E. Hangar Condominium Association owners without a private use access gate for their 
respective association will be issued up to two (2) access cards for each condominium 
hangar owned.  If a Condominium unit owner leases additional City owned facilities as a 
tenant, the condominium owner is entitled to no more than two (2) additional access 
cards regardless of how many other City-owned facilities are rented. The Hangar 
Condominium Association will be issued one (1) access card for administrative 
association use.   

F. A Hangar Condominium Association with a private use access gate will be issued one (1) 
access card to the condominium association for administrative use.  Each condominium 
unit owner will not be issued an access card and is expected to use the condominium 
association’s private use gate.  If a Condominium unit owner leases additional City 
owned facilities as a tenant, the condominium owner is entitled to no more than two (2) 
access cards regardless of how many other City-owned facilities are rented. 

G. Flight clubs in City-owned facilities will be issued one (1) access card to each member.  
In order to be issued an access card, the card holder must be listed as a current member 
of the flight club with the Arizona Corporation Commission.  If a flight club member 
leases more than one City-owned facility as a tenant, they are entitled to no more than 
two (2) access cards regardless of how many other City-owned facilities are rented. 

H. Fractional aircraft ownership in City-owned facilities are defined in 14 CFR Part 91 
Subpart K § 91.1001.10  as ownership interest equal to, or greater than, one-sixteenth 
(1⁄16) of at least one subsonic, fixed-wing or powered-lift program aircraft; or equal to, 
or greater than, one-thirty-second (1⁄32) of at least one rotorcraft program aircraft.  
Each fractional aircraft owner is entitled to one (1) access card with proof of aircraft 
ownership demonstrated. If a fractional aircraft owner leases more than one City-
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 owned facility as a tenant, they are entitled to no more than two (2) access cards 

regardless of how many other City-owned facilities are rented. 
I. Ground lease tenants with their own private-use vehicle access gate will be issued one 

(1) access card.  If the ground lease tenant also leases additional City owned facilities as 
a tenant, the ground lease tenant will be issued up to two (2) additional access cards 
total, regardless of how many City-owned facilities are rented. 

J. Ground lease tenants who do not have a private-use vehicle access gate will be issued 
two (2) access cards for their own use.  If the ground lease tenant also leases additional 
City owned facilities as a tenant, the ground lease tenant will be issued two (2) 
additional access cards, regardless of how many City-owned facilities are rented.  
Ground lease tenants without a private-use gate may request additional access cards for 
employees, sub-tenants, and sub-tenants’ employees who have a legitimate need to 
access the AOA with their vehicles.  Additional access cards will be issued to full-time 
and part-time employees who are gainfully employed by the ground lease tenant or 
sub-tenant.  The ground lease tenant will need to complete a form and certify that all 
employees are full-time or part-time employees at the time access cards are issued.  
Independent Contractors such as flight instructors, will not be granted access cards even 
if affiliated with the ground lease tenant or sub-tenant.  Access cards for ground lease 
tenants and their sub-tenants will only be issued to the ground lease tenant.  Ground 
lease tenants without a private use access gate, who are not a commercial business, will 
be issued no more than five (5) additional access cards per non-commercial ground 
lease tenant. The total number of access media issued to any non-commercial ground 
lease tenant is seven (7).   The non-commercial ground lease tenant will need to 
complete a form and certify all persons granted an access card.  If a non-commercial 
ground lease tenant also leases additional City owned facilities as a tenant, the ground 
lease tenant will be issued two (2) additional access cards, regardless of how many City-
owned facilities are rented, bringing the total number of allowable cards issued to nine 
(9). 

K. Ground lease tenants have discretion with whom they wish to issue City access cards to.  
These include a ground lessee’s respective sub-tenants, sub-tenant employees and their 
own employees.   

L. A fee will be charged for any additional access cards issued exceeding two (2) access 
cards;   

M. A fee will be charged for any replacement cards.     

 
1. Access cards will only be issued to individuals or entities who have a legitimate need to 

access the AOA through the City-owned vehicle or pedestrian access gates. Legitimate 
need is determined at the sole discretion of the City. 

2. Independent Contractors are provided temporary access cards based on their specific use 
case at the discretion of the Airport Director.  Contractors are required to complete an 
application through the City Badging Office, located at 340 East 6th Street, Mesa, AZ 85201. 
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 3. Independent Contractors are provided temporary access cards based on their specific use 

case at the discretion of Airport Director.  Contractors are required to complete an 
application through the City Badging Office, located at 340 East 6th Street, Mesa, AZ 85201. 

4. Access cards will only be issued if a tenant’s financial account(s) with the City are current 
and in good standing.  Access cards will require individuals to provide an active email 
account that they have access to in order to complete the online Falcon Field Driver & 
General Aviation Security Training module.   

5. All Card Holders must successfully complete initial online Falcon Field Driver Training to 
obtain or maintain access privileges.   The passing score is 70% or higher.  All Card Holders 
will be responsible for completing recurrent training every twelve (12) months by the 
anniversary date of when initial training was successfully completed.   Card Holders who do 
not successfully complete recurrent training by the annual anniversary date, with a passing 
score of at least 70%, will have their access cards deactivated.  Any person who possesses 
a deactivated access card and who still has a legitimate need to access the AOA will need 
to contact the Airport Administration Office at (480) 644-2450 and successfully complete 
the online training to have the access card reactivated.  

6. The ground lease tenant is responsible for all of their sub-tenants’, sub-tenant’s employees’, 
guests’, contractors’, representatives’, and invitees’ actions on the AOA.   

7. Card Holders are responsible for all activities, actions, and behavior of their guests, 
independent contractors, contractors, representatives, and invitees granted access onto 
the AOA by the Card Holder. 

8. Access cards are the property of the City and shall be returned to the Airport Administration 
Office, located at 4800 East Falcon Drive, Mesa, AZ  85215, upon rental or lease 
termination, or when, in the sole discretion of the City, the Card Holder no longer has a 
legitimate need or authorization to access the AOA.  

9. Card Holders, their guests, employees, representatives, and invitees granted access onto 
the AOA will make every effort to comply with the Falcon Field Airport Recommended Noise 
Abatement Procedures as identified in the Falcon Field Task Force Mission, Goals & 
Recommended Strategies, located at:  
https://www.falconfieldairport.com/home/showpublisheddocument/14722/635998804375
470000; safety permitting. 

10. Card Holders, their guests, employees, independent contractors, contractors 
representatives, and invitees granted access to the AOA shall hold the City, its elected 
officials, employees, independent contractors, contractors and representatives harmless in 
the event of damage or destruction of property, bodily injury, or death caused as a result of 
Card Holder’s, their guests’, employees’, independent contractors’, contractors’ 
representatives’, or invitees’ actions in the AOA. 

https://ffz.training.airtera.com/
https://ffz.training.airtera.com/
https://www.falconfieldairport.com/about-us/pilots/noise
https://www.falconfieldairport.com/about-us/pilots/noise
https://www.falconfieldairport.com/home/showpublisheddocument/14722/635998804375470000
https://www.falconfieldairport.com/home/showpublisheddocument/14722/635998804375470000
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 Vehicle Operation on the AOA 

Safety Requirements 
1. No vehicle shall be operated on Airport property unless the driver is authorized to 

operate the class of vehicle by an appropriate state motor vehicle licensing agency and 
possess adequate minimum vehicle insurance as required by Arizona State Law.   
 

2. Card Holders, their guests, employees contractors, representatives, and invitees shall 
obey all signage on the Airport. 
 

3. No person operating or driving a vehicle on any aircraft ramp shall exceed a speed   
greater than fifteen (15) miles per hour. Factors including, but not limited to, weather 
and visibility shall be taken into consideration when determining safe operating speed. 
Poor weather (fog, haboob, monsoon) conditions will obscure visual cues, roadway 
markings, and airport signs. Pedestrians and vehicle operators will remain vigilant of 
their surroundings. Drive slower than the 15-mph speed limit during poor weather 
events, and use vehicle flashers to alert others of the vehicle presence.  
 

4. No vehicle shall pass another vehicle on a designated vehicle service road. 
 

5. Moving aircraft and passengers enplaning or deplaning aircraft shall have the right-of-
way at all times over vehicle and pedestrian traffic. Vehicle drivers must yield the right-
of-way.  
 

6. Vehicles operating on the active Movement Area shall be equipped with operating 
rotating beacon or equivalent as required through FAA Advisory Circular (AC) 150/5210-
5, Painting, Marking, and Lighting of Vehicles Used on an Airport. 
 

7. Vehicle operators with a legitimate need to enter the Movement Area must: 
a. Obtain prior clearance from the ATCT immediately prior to entering the 

Movement Area with a vehicle; 
b. Be equipped with an operable two-way aviation radio in communication with the 

ATCT; or 
c. Be proficient with aviation phraseology and the airport layout when requesting, 

receiving and following direction from ATCT.  During uncontrolled operations be 
proficient to self-broadcasting intentions over CTAF and responding to other 
traffic in the Movement Area.   

d. Receive prior approval from ATCT with clearance to enter the Movement Area if 
taxiing or towing an aircraft. 

e. Pedestrians do not have access to the movement area.  Only certain City or FAA 
personnel have a reason to access the movement area as a pedestrian.  
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 8. The airport encourages all airport tenants and users to request an escort onto the 

Movement Area through Airport Maintenance & Operations when such need arises.  
Vehicles without an aviation radio can only enter the Movement Area under escort by 
an Airport Maintenance & Operations vehicle or Mesa Fire & Medical Department 
Station 208 vehicle.  Contact Airport Maintenance & Operations during regular business 
hours 6:30 am -3:30 pm daily at (480) 644-3326 to request escorted access onto the 
Movement Area.   

9. No person shall operate any vehicle that is in such physical or mechanical condition as to 
endanger persons or property.   

 
10. No person shall: 

a. Operate any vehicle that is overloaded or carrying more passengers than for 
which the vehicle was designed. 

b. Ride on the running board or stand up in the body of a moving vehicle. 
c. Ride with arms or legs protruding from the body of a vehicle except when the 

vehicle was designed for such use. 
d. An additional person or vehicle is required as a guide whenever the vision of a 

vehicle operator is restricted.  This is especially applicable when reversing a 
vehicle or any aircraft under tow.  
 

11. No fuel truck shall be brought into, stored, or parked within 50 feet of a building. Fuel 
trucks must not be parked within 10 feet of other vehicles or aircraft. 
 

12. When not serving aircraft or undertaking their intended functions, ramp vehicles and 
equipment shall be parked only in Airport-approved areas.   
 

13. Aircraft tie-down tenants are permitted to park vehicles on the centerline of the aircraft 
tie-down position when the aircraft parked in that position is in use leaving the position 
vacant.  

 
14. Vehicle operators shall not park vehicles on any active open runways, taxiways, taxi 

lanes, taxiways or aircraft holding bays.  Vehicle operators shall not park vehicles in 
front of any hangar doors or airport perimeter fence gate entrances/exits. 
 

15. No person may park a vehicle in a safety area, in any manner that obstructs or interferes 
with aircraft operations.  Vehicles parked in violation of this policy are subject to towing 
at the vehicle owner’s expense and possible loss of access privileges.   
 

16. No person may park vehicles or other equipment that interfere with the use of a facility 
by others, prevent movement or passage of emergency vehicles, or other vehicles or 
equipment in areas designated for such use. 
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 17. No person may park a vehicle or equipment within (15) feet of a fire hydrant or in a 

manner that prohibits an emergency vehicle from accessing the fire hydrant. 
 

18. No person shall operate a vehicle or other equipment anywhere on the Airport while 
under the influence of alcohol or any drug that impairs, or may impair, the operator’s 
abilities. 
 

19. Card Holders may park their vehicle in designated temporary parking areas for a 
maximum of fourteen (14) days unless otherwise approved in advance by the Airport 
Director or his/her designee. Any vehicle that has been parked at the Airport for more 
than fourteen (14) days will be tagged with a written notification for removal. Failure to 
remove the vehicle from the Airport may result in the vehicle being towed at the 
owner’s expense. 

 
20. Each vehicle operator using an airport perimeter gate shall ensure the gate closes 

behind the vehicle prior to leaving the vicinity of the gate. The vehicle operator also 
must ensure no unauthorized vehicles or people gain access to the airside while the gate 
is open (commonly referred to as “piggybacking”).   
 

21. Vehicle operators shall not operate vehicles in a reckless or careless manner. A reckless 
or careless manner is one that intentionally or through negligence threatens the life or 
safety of any person or threatens damage or destruction to property. 
 

22. Whenever possible, all vehicles shall utilize the vehicle service roads to transition 
between areas on the airport and shall limit access to the Movement Area to a specific-
need event with the airport encouraging an escort by Airport Maintenance & 
Operations personnel.   
 

23. Vehicle operators and anyone towing an aircraft must always be aware of their location 
and the meaning of all pavement markings, lights, and signs. When on the aprons and 
taxiways, stay clear of aircraft. Aircraft always have the right-of-way. 

 
Vehicle Accidents 

Operators of vehicles involved in an accident on the Airport that results in injury or death to 
a person(s) or damage to an aircraft, Airport property, or another vehicle shall: 

1. Immediately stop and remain at the scene of the accident. 

2. Report the accident immediately by contacting 911.  

3. Render reasonable assistance, if capable, to any person injured in the accident. 
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 4. Provide and surrender the following to any responding City of Mesa personnel:  name 

and address, state driver’s license, and any information such personnel need to 
complete a motor vehicle accident report. 

Safe Pedestrian Practices 

Pedestrians are prohibited from accessing any portion of the Movement Area of the Airport 
unless specifically authorized by the Airport Director or his/her designee and the ATCT.   

Moving on the AOA requires pedestrians and vehicle operators to exercise extreme caution as 
aircraft can always move with little notice and when noise levels are high.  

Persons moving on the AOA should: 

 Watch cockpit blind spots: pilots typically cannot see behind or below the aircraft. 
 Avoid jet blast or prop wash, which can blow debris and can cause injury or death.   
 Be aware and avoid moving propellers and operating jet engines that can cause injury or  

death. 
 Be aware of other vehicle movements. You may not hear them approaching due to 

aircraft engine noise. 
 Yield to aircraft, emergency vehicles, which ALWAYS have the right-of-way on anywhere 

on the Airport. 
 Pay particular attention when aircraft beacons are illuminated, as they may be moving or 

preparing to move. Obey the directions of flaggers, if present. 
 Do not cross the Movement Area/Non-Movement Area marking into the Movement Area.  

 

Parked Aircraft 
Parked aircraft may still have their engines running. Be aware of the hazards of jet blast and  
prop wash behind the aircraft and moving propellers and running jet engines in front of the 
aircraft.  These may cause injury, death, or property damage, as well as picking up life-
threatening debris which move through the air.  Before an aircraft engine is started, pilots are 
supposed to turn on the anti-collision beacon(s) which may be flashing red or white. However, 
do not assume that if the beacon(s) are not flashing that the engine(s) is not (are not) running. 
In some instances, propellers and engine spinners are marked to indicate when the engine is 
operating. A pilot's ability to maneuver quickly on the ground is limited. In addition, cockpit 
visibility prohibits the pilot from seeing under the nose or behind the aircraft and limits the 
pilot’s ability to avoid pedestrians. 
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Taxiways 
Designations 

Aircraft use taxiways to move to and from 
the aprons and the runways. Taxiways are 
designated by a letter or letters, or by a 
letter/number combination such as D or 
E1. 
 
Taxiway & Taxi Lane Lighting  

All taxiways at Falcon Field are lighted with 
blue edge lighting and/or reflectors. Some 
taxi lanes at Falcon Field do not have edge 
lighting installed.  These are found on 
aprons and around hangars.   

 

Runway Guard Lights 

At Falcon Field, runway guard lights are 
installed at all taxiway/runway 
intersections. They are primarily used to 
enhance the conspicuity of 
taxiway/runway intersections. Runway 
guard lights consist of a pair of elevated 
flashing yellow lights installed on either 
side of the taxiway.  
 

 

Taxiway Signs and Markings 

The signs used on taxiways are direction, destination, location, boundary, taxiway ending 
marker, and information signs. Below are a few examples of the signs that are installed at 
Falcon Field. 

Direction and Destination Signs  

Direction and Destination Signs have black lettering and a directional arrow or arrows on a 
yellow background. The arrow indicates the direction to a specific taxiway, runway, or 
destination. 
 

For Latest Airport Diagram Visit: FAA Airport Diagrams 

https://www.faa.gov/airports/runway_safety/diagrams/
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                       Direction Sign                                                Destination Sign 

 

Location Signs  

Location signs have yellow lettering on a black background. 
 
The location sign below indicates that the operator of the aircraft, vehicle or equipment is 
located on the named taxiway or runway  (Remember – black square, you are here). 
 

 
Taxiway Location Sign 

 

Boundary Signs 

Runway Safety Area/Object Free Zone (RSA/OFZ) and Runway Approach Area Boundary Signs, 
when required, identify the boundary of the runway safety area/OFZ or the runway approach 
area to the pilot and vehicle operator. The driver can use these signs to identify when the 
vehicle is clear of the runway environment. It has a black inscription that depicts the hold line 
marking on a yellow background.  The Airport does not have any of these signs installed at the 
time of publication.   
 

 
Runway Safety Area / OFZ / Runway Approach Boundary Symbol 

 
 

APRON 
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 Taxiway Ending Marker 

A taxiway ending marker sign indicates that a taxiway does not continue beyond an 
intersection.  The Airport does not have any of these signs installed at the time of publication.   
 

 

 
Taxiway Ending Marker 

 
 

Taxiway Markings 

Pavement markings on taxiways are always yellow. The taxiway centerline is painted on all 
taxiways. On the edges of all taxiways at Falcon Field, there is a solid, double yellow line or 
double-dashed line. If pavements are usable on both sides of the line, the lines will be dashed; 
if not, the lines will be solid.  Yellow markings maybe outlined in black on asphalt when the 
pavement begins to oxidize to enhance the yellow marking on the pavement. 

       
                Taxiway Solid Edge Marking                                   Taxiway Dashed Edge Marking 
 

Enhanced Taxiway Centerline Markings  

Enhanced Taxiway Centerline Markings provide supplemental visual cues to alert pilots and 
vehicle operators of an upcoming runway holding position marking. The supplemental visual 
cue includes the addition of dashed markings placed on either side of the centerline marking 
leading up to the runway holding position marking. This marking ‘Enhancement’ minimizes  
potential for runway incursions. At Falcon Field, enhanced centerline markings can be found on 
all taxiways that intersect a runway.  
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Enhanced Taxiway Centerline Marking  

 

Runway Holding Position Marking  

Runway Holding Position Markings are located across each taxiway that leads directly onto a 
runway. These markings are made up of two solid lines and two broken yellow lines and 
denote runway holding position markings. These markings are always co-located with a Runway 
Holding Position Sign. A vehicle operator must not cross from the solid-line side of the 
marking without first obtaining clearance from the ATCT. 
 
 

 



VEHICLE & PEDESTRIAN ACCESS POLICY  
Airport User Training Manual                                          

 
19 

 

 
         REVISION DATE: 
          9/12/2025 
 
 Runway Holding Position Marking 

 

Non-Movement Area Boundary Marking 

Non-Movement Area Boundary Markings consist of two yellow lines (one solid and one 
dashed). The solid line is located on the non-movement area side, while the dashed yellow line 
is located on the Movement Area side. A vehicle operator is not to cross from the solid-line side 
without first contacting the ATCT and obtaining a clearance to operate on the Movement Area.  
Pedestrians should never cross this line unless granted prior permission by the ATCT (after 
receiving prior approval by the Airport Director or his/her designee).   
 

 
Non-Movement Area Boundary Marking 

 

Geographic Position Marking  

The geographic position marking (GPM) consists of a pink circle outlined by a white and black 
circle with a black numeral inside.  The GPM is used for position reporting at predetermined 
locations in the Non-Movement Area. ATCT will verify the position of aircraft and vehicles using 
the GPM location when contacted. Pilots will reference the GPM when they are communicating 
intentions to travel into the Movement Area on either CTAF when the ATCT is not operating 
(uncontrolled operations) or on ground control frequency when ATCT is operating.   
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Geographic Position Marking  
 

Apron Location Markings  

 
The apron control marking has a black alpha numeric inscription on a yellow round background 
with a black border.  At Falcon Field these markings are located at the apron entrances to 
parallel Taxiways Echo and Delta.  The apron control marking is used to facilitate FAA airport 
traffic control tower in the movement of aircraft and vehicles between non-movement area 
apron areas and the movement area taxiways. In terms of controller workload, the surface 
marking simplifies verbal communications between controllers, pilots, and vehicle drivers 
during this transition process.  The apron control marking is located on aprons at the boundary 
between non-movement area and movement areas at Falcon Field.   
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Apron Control Marking  
 
   

Runways 
Runway Designation 

Runways are areas where aircraft land and take off. Runways are always designated by a 
number such as 04 or 22. The number indicates the compass heading of the runway. The 
aircraft heading while taking off on Runway 22 is 220 degrees. In the event of parallel runways, 
a letter designation (L, R, C) is added to indicate either the left, right, or center runway. 

The Airport has the following runway designations.  

 Runway 4L-22R 
 Runway 4R-22L 

 

Runway Lighting 

Runways are lighted with a variety of colored lights.  

 Runway Edge Lights are white.  
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  The Runway End / Threshold lights are installed at each runway end. They indicate green 

on the approach end of the runway as viewed while landing and indicate red as you 
approach the runway end during landing rollout.   

 

Runway Signs 

Mandatory Instruction Signs 

Mandatory Holding Position Signs for runways have white numbering/lettering with a black 
outline on a red background. These are located at each entrance to a runway and at the edge of 
the runway safety area/obstacle-free zone and are co-located with runway holding position 
markings. Do not proceed beyond these signs until clearance is given by the ATCT to enter 
onto the runway. At Falcon Field, Mandatory Holding Position Signs can be found at each 
taxiway that intersects a runway. 

 

 
Example of Mandatory Holding Position Sign for a runway 

 
 

 

 

Runway Distance Remaining Sign  

Runway Distance Remaining Signs provide distance remaining information to pilots during 
takeoff  and landing operations. They have white numbering on a black background. The 
number on the sign provides the remaining runway length in 1,000-foot increments. Each 
runway at the Airport has distance remaining signs installed along one side of its length. 
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Runway Distance Remaining Sign 

 

Runway Exit Sign  

Signs for runway exits are located prior to the runway/ taxiway intersection on the side and in 
the direction to which the aircraft is expected to exit. This sign has black lettering and a black 
directional arrow on a yellow background. 
 

 
Runway Exit Sign 

 

Surface Painted Markings 

Runway surface painted markings are determined based on several parameters (e.g., length, 
width, type of approach provided). At Falcon Field, Runway 4R/22L is designated with non-
precision runway markings and Runway 4L/22R is painted with visual runway markings. The 
runway markings include the following: 

 Threshold Bar Marking (not depicted in the diagram below) 
 Threshold Markings  
 Runway Designation Marking 
 Aiming Point marking 
 Centerline Markings  
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  Runway Pavement Edge Markings  

 
With the exception of the yellow lead-in/-off lines, all of the runway markings are white with a 
black border when asphalt begins to fade.  If painted on new asphalt the black border is 
omitted.   

 

 
Non-Precision Runway Markings 

 
 

 
Visual Runway Markings 

 



VEHICLE & PEDESTRIAN ACCESS POLICY  
Airport User Training Manual                                          

 
25 

 

 
         REVISION DATE: 
          9/12/2025 
 
 Communications 

Any vehicle driving and anyone taxiing or towing an aircraft on the Movement Area must be in 
contact with the ATCT and must always monitor the appropriate radio frequency when in the 
Movement Area. 
 
Radio frequencies at the Airport are: 
 
Common Traffic Advisory Frequency    124.6 
Runway 4R/22L     124.6 
Runway 4L/22R     119.7 
Ground Control     121.3 
ATIS       118.25 
Phoenix Approach/Departure Control  120.7 
UNICOM       122.95 
 
Permission must be requested, and clearance given by the ATCT prior to driving, taxiing, or 
towing an aircraft on the Movement Area. When a Movement Area is closed for construction, 
vehicles may traverse that area in accordance with the approved Construction Safety Phasing 
Plan associated with the closed Movement Area. 
 

Phraseology 

Vehicle operators and anyone taxiing or towing an aircraft must contact the ATCT Ground 
controller each and every time they proceed onto or leave the Movement Area.  

When proceeding onto the Movement Area, vehicle operators and anyone taxiing or towing an 
aircraft must tell the Ground controller three things: WHO you are, WHERE you are, and WHAT 
your intentions are. Vehicle operators must always acknowledge all communications using 
ATCT phraseology (i.e., read back the clearance with their vehicle, tug or aircraft identification 
so Ground Control, Tower (Local Control) and other persons know that the message was 
received). Vehicle operators must always give aircraft and Ground Control transmissions 
priority unless an emergency exists. Please wait for a break in communications before 
broadcasting intentions over the aviation radio.   

 

Example transmissions 

ATCT Communication based on driving from one point to another 

Vehicle Operator: Falcon Ground, Airport 2. [on ground control frequency 121.3] 
FAA ATCT: Airport 2, Falcon Ground. 
Vehicle Operator: Airport 2 is on SPOT 8 and would like to proceed to cross Runway 22 left at 
Taxiway Charlie and stop at holding bay holding short of Runway 22 right. 
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 FAA ATCT: Airport 2, Falcon Ground, proceed via Taxiway Dela, Delta 10 and hold short at 

Runway 22 left on Taxiway D10.  Contact 124.6 and request crossing Runway 22 left to Taxiway 
Charlie.   
Vehicle Operator: Airport 2 proceeding Taxiway Delta, Delta 10 holding short Runway 22 left at 
Delta 10 contacting Tower at 124.6. [proceed as instructed to Taxiway Delta 10 and hold short 
on south side of Runway 22 left; when holding in position change radio frequency to 124.6] 
Vehicle Operator: Airport 2, Falcon Tower holding short Runway 22 left at Taxiway Delta 10, 
requesting to cross Runway 22 left via Charlie and hold short Runway 22 right in Charlie holding 
apron, Airport 2. 
FAA ATCT:  Airport 2 Hold short Runway 22 left for arriving Cessna 172.   
Vehicle Operator: Holding short Runway 22 left, Airport 2 
FAA ATCT: Airport 2 cross Runway 22 left to Taxiway Charlie.  Holding short Runway 22 right, 
remain on this frequency.   
Vehicle Operator: Airport 2, Falcon Tower, roger crossing Runway 22 left will hold short of 
Runway 4 left 22 right on Taxiway Charlie.   
 

ATCT Communication with anyone taxiing an aircraft without intent of flight (Note:  ‘Superb 
Maintenance’ is a fictitious business name and does not actually operate at the Airport.) 
 
Vehicle Operator: Falcon Ground, Superb Maintenance [on ground control frequency 121.3] 
FAA ATCT:  Superb Maintenance, Falcon Ground. 
Vehicle Operator: Superb Maintenance, Aircraft N1119F, Spot 1 apron, would like to taxi to the 
Echo Ramp. 
FAA ATCT: Superb Maintenance, N1119F, taxi via Taxiway Delta, left turn on Taxiway Delta 1 
hold short Runway 22 left.   
Vehicle Operator: Falcon Ground, Superb Maintenance Taxiing via Delta to Delta 1 holding 
short Runway 22L Superb Maintenance, Aircraft N1119F. 
FAA ATCT: Superb Maintenance, Falcon Ground cross Runway 22 left at Taxiway Delta 1 turn 
left on Runway 22 left to Taxiway A, cross Runway 22 right and exit to Echo Ramp on Taxiway 
Echo 1.  Report when clear. Falcon Ground. 
Vehicle Operator: Falcon Ground, Superb Maintenance crossing Runway 22 left at Taxiway 
Delta 1 to Taxiway A, crossing Runway 22R to the Echo Ramp.  Report when clear, Superb 
Maintenance, Aircraft N1119F. 
Vehicle Operator: Falcon Ground, Superb Maintenance clear of the Movement Area on Echo 
Ramp, good day. 

[Do not always expect to change frequencies to cross runways during periods of low activity 
ground control may authorize crossing runways please pay attention to instructions provided 
on what frequency to be communication on.  There are up to three frequencies in use by air 
traffic control: Ground Control, Runway 4R/22L Tower, Runway 4L/22R Tower]  

 



VEHICLE & PEDESTRIAN ACCESS POLICY  
Airport User Training Manual                                          

 
27 

 

 
         REVISION DATE: 
          9/12/2025 
 
 ATCT Communication with anyone towing an aircraft  

Vehicle Operator: Falcon Ground, Superb Maintenance tug. [on ground control frequency 
121.3] 
FAA ATCT: Superb Maintenance tug, Falcon Ground. 
Vehicle Operator: Superb Maintenance tug, with aircraft under tow, on Falcon Ramp holding 
short of Taxiway Delta at Ramp 8, would like to proceed on Taxiway Delta to Runway 22 left run 
up apron. 
FAA ATCT: Superb Maintenance tug, with aircraft under tow, turn left onto Taxiway Delta.  Give 
way to Centurion exiting Runway 4 Right on Taxiway Delta 8 to the Runway 22 left holding bay.   
Vehicle Operator: Proceeding on Taxiway Delta to Runway 22 left holding bay.  Will give way to 
Centurion, Superb Maintenance tug, aircraft under tow. 
 
NOTE: If you have any doubt as to what the air traffic controller has said, or if you do not 
completely understand all instructions given by the ATCT, ask the controller to please repeat 
their instructions (e.g., Falcon Ground, Airport 2, say again).  Good communication only 
occurs when each party knows and understands what the other is saying! 
 

Do I have a Clearance from Air Traffic Control to Proceed onto a Runway? 

A vehicle operator contacted the ground controller and requested to drive on Taxiway Echo and 
check Runway 4L. The controller responded with, “proceed as requested,” which the driver read 
back correctly. The vehicle driver proceeded on Taxiway Echo and entered Runway 4L. At the 
time, an arrival aircraft was on a 1 mile final and was instructed to go around. There was 
confusion in the phraseology that was used between the air traffic controller and the vehicle 
driver. 
 
FAA Order 7110.65, Chapter 
3, Section 7 instructs air 
traffic controllers to use the 
word “Runway” when 
clearing vehicles to hold 
short or proceed onto or 
cross a runway. The order 
also allows controllers to use 
“Proceed” in liu of a lengthy 
readback when a vehicle 
requests access to 
Movement Areas that are 
not runways. If a vehicle 
driver does not hear the 
word “Runway” when 
requesting access onto or 
across a runway, they should 

https://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/publications/atpubs/atc_html/chap3_section_7.html
https://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/publications/atpubs/atc_html/chap3_section_7.html
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 hold their position and question the controller before entering the runway environment.  The 

common phraseology “proceed as requested” does not grant permission to cross or enter a 
runway.    

 
Always check if you do not hear the term “runway” in your readback instructions from ATCT 
before you proceed onto the runway. 
 
Source: https://www.faa.gov/airports/runway_safety/airfield_drivers  

 
Common Use Phrases 
 

What Is Said:  What It Means:  

Acknowledge  Let me know you have received and understand this 
message.  
 

Advise Intentions  Let me know what you plan to do and do not do it until 
ATCT provides authorization.  
 

Affirmative  Yes.  

Correction  An error has been made in the transmission, and the 
correct version follows.  
 

Go Ahead  Proceed with your message only.  

Hold/Hold Short  Phrase used during ground operations to keep a vehicle or 
aircraft within a specified area or at a specified point while 
awaiting further clearance from air traffic control.  
 

How do you hear me?  Question relating to the quality of the transmission or to 
determine how well the transmission is being received.  
 

Immediately or without delay  Phrase used by ATC when such action compliance is 
required to avoid an imminent situation.  
 

Negative  "No" or "permission not granted" or "that is not correct."  

Out  The radio conversation is ended, and no response is 
expected.  
 

Over  My radio transmission is ended, and I expect a response 

Read Back  Repeat my message to me.  

Roger  I have received all of your last transmission.  

https://www.faa.gov/airports/runway_safety/airfield_drivers
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 Stand By  Means the [air traffic] controller or pilot must pause for a 

few seconds, usually to attend to other duties of a higher 
priority. Also means to wait as in "stand by for clearance." 
The caller can reestablish contact if a delay is lengthy.  
 

Unable  Indicates inability to comply with a specific instruction, 
request, or clearance.  
 

Verify Request confirmation of information. 

Wilco I have received your message, understand it, and will 
comply with it. 

 

Phonetic Aviation Alphabet 
Because some letters have similar sounds, the international aviation industry uses the following 
words to reduce confusion. For example; Taxiway B would be referred to as Taxiway Bravo on 
the radio. 
 

A  Alpha  J  Juliet  T  Tango 
B  Bravo  K  Kilo   U  Uniform 
C  Charlie  L  Lima  V  Victor 
D  Delta  M  Mike  W  Whiskey 
E  Echo  O Oscar  X   X-Ray 
F  Fox-Trot  P  Papa  Y  Yankee 
G  Golf  Q  Quebec  Z   Zulu 
H  Hotel  R  Romeo 
I   India  S  Sierra 

 
 

ATCT Light Gun Signals 
Air traffic controllers have a backup system for communicating with aircraft or vehicles if their 
radios stop working. The controller has a light gun in the tower that can send out different 
colored lights to tell the pilot or driver what to do. 
 
If a vehicle operator or anyone taxiing or towing an aircraft experiences a radio failure on a 
runway or taxiway, the operator can vacate the runway as quickly and safely as possible and 
contact Airport Operations via phone at (480) 644-3326, and advise them of the situation. If this 
is not practical, then the driver, or anyone taxiing or towing an aircraft after vacating the 
runway, can turn the vehicle, tug or aircraft toward the ATCT and start flashing the vehicle or 
tug head lights or aircraft landing lights and wait for the air traffic controller to signal with the 
light gun. 
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ATCT Light Signals, and their meaning, are as follows: 
 

 
Color and type of 
signal  

Aircraft on the 
ground  

Aircraft in flight  Movement of 
vehicles, equipment, 
and personnel  

Steady green  Cleared for takeoff  Cleared to land  Cleared to cross; 
proceed; go  

Flashing green  Cleared to taxi  Return for landing (to 
be followed by steady 
green at the proper 
time)  

Not applicable  

Steady red  Stop  Give way to other 
aircraft and continue 
circling  

Stop  

Flashing red  Taxi clear of landing 
area or runway in use  

Airport unsafe- Do not 
land  

Clear the 
taxiway/runway  

Flashing white  Return to starting point 
on airport  

Not applicable  Return to starting point 
on airport  

Alternating red and 
green  

General Warning 
Signal- Exercise 
Extreme Caution  

General Warning 
Signal- Exercise 
Extreme Caution  

General Warning 
Signal-Exercise 
Extreme Caution  

 
 

Runway Incursions 

The FAA defines a runway incursion as any occurrence at an airport involving the incorrect 
presence of an aircraft, vehicle, or person on the protected area of a surface designated for the 
landing and take-off of aircraft. 

Runway incursions are primarily caused by error in one or more of the following areas: 

 Pilot/anyone taxiing or towing an aircraft/ground and vehicle/controller communication 
failure 

 Airport unfamiliarity 
 Loss of situational awareness and not using a current airport diagram 

 

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Airfield Drivers Best Practices for Safety  

Source: https://www.faa.gov/airports/runway_safety/airfield_drivers/best_practices  
 

1. Review and understand airfield signage and markings. 
2. Review the airport diagram prior to moving the vehicle. Have the airport diagram out 

and available for immediate reference while driving in the operational area. 

https://www.faa.gov/airports/runway_safety/airfield_drivers/best_practices
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 3. Review current airfield information for any taxiway closures, runway closures, 

construction activity, or other surface risks. 
4. Ensure appropriate vehicle lights (high beams, flashers, beacons, and strobes) are 

operational prior to driving in the operational area. Flashers and beacons help FAA 
ATCT, aircrew and other vehicle operators see vehicles in the Movement Area, 
especially during periods of reduced visibility and at night. Use caution with strobes and 
high beams if you are in close proximity to operating aircraft at night. 

5. Use service roads whenever possible to minimize time spent on taxiways and runways. 
6. During radio transmissions, use correct terminology and proper voice cadence. 
7. Copy your clearance and review the assigned route. Read back all clearances. 
8. Eliminate distractions while driving in the operational area. Do not use cell phones while 

driving in the air operational area. 
9. Focus attention and have your "eyes out" of the vehicle. 
10. Maintain appropriate speed. 
11. Be alert to similar aircraft and vehicle call signs operating on the field. 
12. Stop the vehicle on the taxiway and request Air Traffic Control clarification if there is 

confusion regarding your position or your clearance. 
13. When cleared to cross any runway or taxiway, first visually check to ensure there is no 

conflicting traffic. If there is any doubt that the runway is clear, reconfirm crossing 
clearance with Air Traffic Control. 

14. Note that if you see an aircraft in take-off position on a runway with take-off/landing 
lights on, that aircraft has most likely received its take-off clearance and will be 
departing immediately. 

15. If your radio fails while you're in the operational area and the tower is open, alert the 
controllers by flashing your high/low beams towards the tower. They will respond using 
the light gun: solid red means stop where you are; solid green means cleared to cross, 
proceed or go. If the tower is closed, visually clear your route and exit the operational 
area as quickly as possible. 

16. If the tower is closed, broadcast your location and intent on the Falcon Field CTAF. 
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 The Federal Aviation Administration has created a safety awareness website specific to 

Falcon field called “From the Flight Deck”.   
 
The FAA’s From the Flight Deck series for Falcon Field (FFZ) provides pilots with airport-specific 
safety insights, focusing on runway configurations, airspace nuances, and operational cautions. 
It highlights the busy VFR corridor between FFZ’s Class D and Phoenix’s Class B airspace, risks 
like wrong-surface landings due to closely spaced parallel runways, and best practices for radio 
communication and taxi procedures. Supplemented by videos and tower controller input, it’s 
designed to enhance situational awareness and support safer flight operations 

 
Falcon Field, Mesa, AZ (FFZ) | Federal Aviation 
Administration 
 
https://www.faa.gov/ffz  
  

https://www.faa.gov/ffz
https://www.faa.gov/ffz
https://www.faa.gov/ffz
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Movement and Non-Movement Areas of Falcon Field Airport 
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 Airport Owned Access Gates and Roads  

 
  

• G ate 2  – M esa Fire O nly 
• G ate 6  – Is the only gate that works during 

power outages 
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 Airport Familiarization Map 
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Airport Geographic Position “Spot” Marking Location Map 
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