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FALCON FIELD MANAGEMENT PLAN AND CODE

MODIFICATION ENHANCEMENT

Hangars at Falcon Field and any other airport in the United States are classified in the
International Building Code as STORAGE OCCUPANCY CLASS.
(2018 IBC Section 311.2)

A structure where people gather for entertainment, worship, consumption of food and/or
drink are classified in the International Building Code as ASSEMBLY OCCUPANCY
CLASS. (2018 IBC Section 302 and forward)

Absent of the official code modification, any use of a hangar at Falcon Field outside that
of storage is in conflict with the City of Mesa Fire Code

Mesa Fire Code 102.3 Change of use or occupancy.
A change of occupancy shall not be made unless the use or occupancy is made to
comply with the requirements of this code and the International Existing Building Code

Special events approved to occur in Storage Occupancy Class hangars at Falcon Field
are done under an official building and fire code modification.

Mesa Fire Code 104.8 Modifications.

Where there are practical difficulties involved in carrying out the provisions of this code,
the fire code official shall have the authority to grant modifications for individual cases,
provided that the fire code official shall first find that special individual reason makes the
strict letter of this code impractical and the modification is in compliance with the intent
and purpose of this code and that such modification does not lessen health, life, and fire
safety requirements. The details of action granting modifications shall be recorded and
entered in the files of the department of fire prevention.

With this, it is to be clearly understood as stated above that “this is not intended to allow
a code provision to be set aside or ignored.” Full compliance with the currently enforced
fire code in Mesa in its entirety is expected in addition to the “highlight” provisions in the
Falcon Field Airport Management Plan document.
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Application for a temporary conditional use of a hangar includes the following:

Mesa Fire Code 105.2 Application.

Application for a permit required by this code shall be made to the fire code official in
such form and detail as prescribed by the fire code official. Applications for permits shall
be accompanied by such plans as prescribed by the fire code official.

The application is in fact the Falcon Field Management Plan document. That must be
submitted greater than 14 days from the event date so Fire Prevention can process the
application and schedule a fire inspector to perform a pre-event fire inspection:

105.2.2 Inspection authorized.

Before a new operational permit is approved, the fire code official is authorized to
inspect the receptacles, vehicles, buildings, devices, premises, storage spaces or areas
to be used to determine compliance with this code or any operational constraints
required.

All special events held inside hangars should have a completed management plan.

Mesa Fire Code 107.1 Inspection authority.

The fire code official is authorized to enter and examine any building, structure, marine
vessel, vehicle, or premises in accordance with Section 104.3 for the purpose of
enforcing this code. In other words, to conduct a fire inspection.

During the pre-event fire inspection, all facets of the Mesa Fire Code shall be addressed
for maximum safety of patrons and to manage the risk of promotors and hanger owners
or lessees.
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FIRE CODE APPLICATION IN ADDITION TO THE CODE MODIFICATION
DOCUMENT

During the pre-event inspection, the Mesa Fire Inspector will explain any and all fire
code provisions they apply that are not listed on the Code Modification document.

As an Example:

A request is made to allow an aircraft to remain within the hanger. The following fire
code shall apply for approval of that request:

Mesa Fire Code Section 314 Indoor Displays
314.4 Vehicles.

Liquid-fueled or gaseous-fueled vehicles, boats or other motorcraft shall not be
located indoors except as follows:

1. Batteries are disconnected except where the fire code official requires that
the batteries remain connected to maintain safety features.

2. Fuel in fuel tanks does not exceed one-quarter tank or 5 gallons (the lesser)

Note: This code section is written on the understanding that such vehicles are located in
buildings whose use conforms to the official occupancy classification. For an assembly
special event in a storage hangar to occur, fuel tanks must be emptied. This is an example
of alternate management of risk.

3. Fuel tanks and fill openings are closed and sealed to prevent tampering.

4. Vehicles, boats or other motorcraft equipment are not fueled or defueled
within the building.

Fire Prevention can be reached at 480-644-2622 or fireprevention@mesaaz.gov
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EVENTS REQUESTED TO BE OUTDOORS AT FALCON FIELD

Outdoor assembly events (special events) shall comply with the current City of Mesa
Fire Code requirements for minimum safety where required. These are key sections
(not all inclusive) of the code for direct referral. For further guidance contact the Fire
Prevention Division.

Mesa Fire Code 3106.2.1 Approval required.
Outdoor assembly events shall be approved by the fire code official.

3106.2.3 Access.
An approved means of fire apparatus access shall be provided.

3106.2.3.1 Fire service features.
Unobstructed access to fire hydrants, drafting sources and other fire protection features
shall be maintained at all times.

3106.3 Occupancy and means of egress.

The number and location of emergency egress and escape routes shall be approved by
the fire code official. Please note that this includes areas within temporary fencing. Main
entry and egress gates must be identified as well as “emergency only” egress points
within the perimeter.

3106.4.4 Portable fire extinguishers.
Approved portable fire extinguishers complying with Section 906 shall be provided
and placed in locations approved by the fire code official.

3106.4.5 Smoking.

Smoking shall be permitted only in designated areas. Other areas shall have approved
“‘No Smoking” signs conspicuously posted and maintained in accordance with Section
310.

3106.5 Cooking appliances or devices.

Outdoor assembly events with concession stands or booths using cooking appliances
or devices shall comply with Sections 3106.5.1 through 3106.5.3.

Included in this section includes type of appliance, cooking fuel, prohibition of cooking in
tents, and other safety precautions.
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3106.5.3 Liquefied petroleum gas (LP-gas).
The use of liquefied petroleum gas (LP-gas) shall be in accordance with the current
LPG chapter of the fire code.

3106.6 Electrical equipment and wiring.

Outdoor assembly events with concession stands or booths using electrical equipment
and temporary wiring for electrical power or lighting shall comply with applicable
sections within the fire code.

3106.6.1 Outdoor use.
Electrical equipment and wiring shall be listed and labeled for outdoor use.

LARGE SPECIAL EVENTS AND THE FIRE CODE
These are key fire code sections and are not all inclusive when large events are
planned.

3106.4.1 Public safety plan for gatherings.

A public safety plan shall be prepared where required by Section 403.12.2. The public
safety plan shall be submitted to the fire code official with the application for an
operational permit as required by Section 3106.2.2.

Note: at a minimum, this is what is submitted with your application including a site plan.

3106.4.2 Weather monitoring person.

Where required by the fire code official, the event operator or agent shall designate one
qualified individual to continuously monitor local weather reports, forecasts, and
conditions. Said person shall be responsible for initiating weather-related event
mitigation activities, ordering the suspension or cancellation of the outdoor assembly
event, and issuing the evacuation signal in accordance with the approved public

safety plan.

3106.4.3 Crowd managers.
Where events involve a gathering of more than 1,000 people, trained crowd managers
shall be provided in accordance with Section 403.12.3.

Shawn Alexander

Deputy Chief/Fire Marshal

Mesa Fire and Medical Department
Fire Prevention Division
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