PLANNING PROCESS
In 2009, the City of Mesa completed an
Airport Master Plan Update for
Mesa-Falcon Field Airport. The Airport
Master Plan provides a 20-year strategic
forecast of future aviation demands on
the airport and the facilities and
infrastructure needed to support the
aviation requirements. The ultimate goal
of the Master Plan is to provide
systematic guidelines for the airport’s
overall development and operation.

AIRPORT BACKGROUND
Mesa-Falcon Field Airport is located on
approximately 784 acres of City-owned property within the City of Mesa. Situated in one
of the nation’s fastest growing regions, the
airport serves as a general aviation reliever
within the Phoenix metropolitan area.

As

such, Mesa-Falcon Field Airport serves as
an alternate for general aviation activities so
that Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport
does not become capacity constrained and
can primarily serve the needs of commercial
service airlines.

General aviation airports

include aviation activity ranging from small
single engine piston-powered aircraft to large
corporate business jets. Aircraft that utilize
or are based at Mesa-Falcon Field Airport
include a variety of single and multi-engine
aircraft, turboprops, jets, and helicopters.

Recognizing that Mesa-Falcon Field
Airport is of interest to many constituencies, the City of Mesa identified a
group of community leaders and aviation
interest groups to act in an advisory role
in the development of the Master Plan.
Members of the Planning Advisory
Committee (PAC) included representatives
from the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA),
Arizona
Department
of
Transportation – Aeronautics Division
(ADOT), Maricopa Association of
Governments, Arizona Military Airspace
Working Group, FAA airport traffic
control tower personnel, Mesa-Falcon
Field and Phoenix-Mesa Gateway airport
administration, the Boeing Company,
MD Helicopters, Aircraft Owners and
Pilots Association, National Business
Aircraft Association, Arizona Pilots
Association, Falcon Field Tenants and

The airport offers many attractive facilities
and a wide variety of general aviation services
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to airport users. The parallel runway system
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served by full-length parallel taxiways that
can handle a large volume of aircraft activity.
Medium intensity runway and taxiway lights
illuminate the airfield at night and all runway
ends provide precision approach path indicator (PAPI) lights to aid pilots in maintaining
glide paths to the runway. A well-developed
terminal area on the south side of the runways
includes an airport terminal building and
airport traffic control tower (ATCT). Several
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vide an array of services, including aviation
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pilot supplies.

Members of the PAC met four times
during the course of the study, reviewed
draft phase reports, and provided
comments throughout to help ensure that
a realistic, viable plan was developed.
Three public information workshops
were also held to provide information
and solicit input from other interested
citizens. The phase reports provided to
the PAC were also made available to the
public via the internet on the
City-operated airport website.
The Mesa-Falcon Field Airport Master
Plan has been ultimately approved by the
City Council of the City of Mesa.

DEMAND-BASED PLANNING
The proper planning of an airport must
consider the demand that may occur in
the future. For Mesa-Falcon Field Airport,
this involved updating forecasts to identify
potential future aviation demand over the
course of the next 20 years. Because of
the cyclical nature of the national
economy, it is virtually impossible to
predict with certainty year-to-year
fluctuations in activity when looking 5,
10, and 20 years into the future.
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Operations Forecast

fixed base operators (FBOs) on the airport profuel, aircraft sales, aircraft maintenance, and

679
123
13
11
66
892 *

Users Association, Experimental Aircraft
Association, City departments, airport
businesses, and citizen and neighborhood groups.

*March 2007 based aircraft total

Recognizing this reality, the Master Plan is
based on potential demand horizon levels
instead of future dates in time. The
planning horizons were established as
levels of activity that will call for
consideration of the implementation of
the next step in the Master Plan
development program. By developing the
airport to meet the aviation demand
levels, it will serve the actual needs of
users while maintaining a safe and
efficient airport environment.
This
program also allows the City to adjust
specific development in response to
unanticipated needs or demand.
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The recommended development plan is
structured into short (0-5 years), intermediate (6-10 years), and long term (11-20
years) planning horizons and provides for
the orderly development and maintenance of facilities in order to enhance
safety, maintain public investment, and
support future aviation demands. The
Master Plan includes provisions to ensure
the long term viability and self-sufficiency
of the airport by maximizing aviation
p
development
opportunities.
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During the course of the Airport Master
Plan Update, the airport experienced an
approximate 20 percent increase in
annual aircraft operations and is one of
the busiest general aviation airports in the
country. A major focus of the plan calls
for improving airfield capacity to better
accommodate the projected increase in
aircraft operations through the planning
period.
The plan provides for a
full-length midfield parallel taxiway
between the runways with several
high-speed exit taxiways connecting the
runways and parallel taxiways. Another
high priority project identified for the
airport is related to improving airfield
safety by realigning portions of existing
Taxiways A, B, and C to reduce the
number of runway incursions. These
projects were recommended by the FAA’s
Runway Safety Action Team. Several
grading and drainage improvements are
also called for in safety areas adjacent to
the parallel runway system.
Other airfield projects identified in the
Master Plan include relocating parallel
Taxiway E from 200 feet to 240 feet north
of Runway 4L-22R in order to meet full
Airport Reference Code (ARC) B-II safety
design standards. Implementing improved
runway approach aids and constructing
additional aircraft hold/run-up areas and
aircraft parking aprons will also provide
enhanced safety and efficiency for
airport operators.
The study also analyzed the need for
additional terminal building space to accommodate the future demands of airport
users. A remodeled facility in the World
War II Hangar No. 1 building is called for
that will provide pilot and aviation passenger
amenities and house airport administration.
In order to maximize the use of airport
property, the construction of a taxilane
extending to the east side of the airport
will allow for aircraft access to this area
which can support future aviation
development. One parcel that is not
afforded airfield access on the west side of
North Greenfield Road has also been
identified for non-aviation commercial
development. These uses are compatible

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Total Short Term Program
Total Intermediate Term Program
(Includes 15% Inflation Factor)
Total Long Term Program
(Includes 30% Inflation Factor)
TOTAL PROGRAM COSTS
(Including Inflation Factors)

PROJECT COST FAA ELIGIBLE ADOT ELIGIBLE LOCAL SHARE
$22,055,000

$14,392,500

$5,148,750

$2,513,750

$19,091,150

$17,819,768

$468,941

$802,441

$35,904,700 $31,682,690

$833,755

$3,388,255

$6,451,446

$6,704,446

$77,050,850

$63,894,958

The Master Plan has identified approximately $77.1 million in capital needs over the
planning period. Many projects are eligible for aid from the FAA and ADOT. Under
current FAA and ADOT funding mechanisms, approximately $70.4 million of the total
is eligible for grant-in-aid funding. An additional $6.7 million will be the responsibility
of the City of Mesa and/or other local funding sources.
The source of federal monies is through the Airport Improvement Program (AIP). This
program is administered by the FAA and has been established to maintain the integrity
of the air transportation system. The AIP program is funded from the Aviation Trust
Fund, which is the depository for aviation taxes such as those from airline tickets,
aviation fuel, aircraft registrations, and other aviation-related fees. Federal AIP funding
of 95 percent can be received from the FAA for eligible projects. ADOT also
participates in funding of airport projects within the state, through a similar funding
program authorized by the state legislature.

with aviation activity and can help
provide a buffer between airport activity
and residential land use.
The
continued
maintenance
and
rehabilitation of airport pavements and
infrastructure is detailed throughout the
plan so as to continue to provide the
highest level of service to airport operators
while keeping an aesthetic appeal.

PLAN DEVELOPMENT
AND IMPLEMENTATION
Mesa-Falcon Field Airport is vital to the
region, as it is a source of economic
stimulus and pride.
The continued
development of the airport demonstrates
the City’s commitment to community
growth and prosperity while also remaining
sensitive to the needs of the residences
and businesses located near the airport.
The cost of developing and maintaining

aviation facilities is a substantial
investment that yields impressive benefits
for the community. The Master Plan
provides the tools the City will need to
meet the challenges of the future. By
providing a safe and efficient facility,
Mesa-Falcon Field Airport will continue to
be a valuable asset to the City of Mesa and
the national aviation system.

For more information, please contact:
Airport Administration
Mesa Falcon Field Airport
4800 E. Falcon Drive
Mesa, Arizona 85215
(480) 644-2444

MESA-FALCON
FIELD AIRPORT

Airport Consultants
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